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	1. Chapter 1

Tears streamed down her face as she stared at the object of her affection.

"What do you mean it's not yours?! How can you say that?!"

The cold blue skinned man never even bothered to look at her. "I said it's not mine. Plain and simple Maka."

"You asshole. I loved you! I thought you loved me?! How can you do this?!"

"Even if I wanted to take care of the kid. I couldn't. I made a lot of enemies. People find out who he is, they'll kill him. Is that what you want for your son?"

The woman thought about it for a second. "N..No."

"Exactly." The man slams the bandaged blade into the ground. "When he's old enough. Tell him to seek out his birthright. Samehada. If he's strong enough, he can take it from me." And with that Kisame disappeared. Leaving the tear soaked woman to her thoughts.

12 years later.

"Kai! Wake up, your going to be late!" The young shinobi slowly got out of bed. He wiped the sleep from his eyes. He got ready and made his way downstairs.

"There you are! You're going to be late for your graduation exam at the academy." She runs a hand through his hair and smiles.

"So." He emotionlessly responded.

"Don't you want to be a ninja?"

"Not really. Why does it matter?"

"Oh come on. You've been good at this stuff ever since you were little."

"I was good because I had to be. They would've killed us if I wasn't."

"Don't talk like that. That's all behind us. You'll like the academy. I just know it."

"Alright, alright. I'll go."

"That's my boy." She runs her fingers along his blue skin. As much as she loved her son, he was always looked down upon wherever they went. Either from his blue skin or from the fact that he was the son of the Killer Kisame. Because of this he'd developed anti-social, and sometimes even violent behavior, along with a good set of trust issues. She wished that people would see him as she saw him. An innocent boy who was just lonely.

"I'm off mom," he says while walking out the door. He starts to walk along the path. Receiving dirty looks from the villagers as he did so. His attention is suddenly brought to a blonde boy about his age being picked on by 3 other kids.

"Hey loser boy!" One shouts at him while kicking dust.

"Why you look so lonely?"

Kai was about to walk away when he heard the blonde yell, "Bastards!" Followed by a quick hook to the boys face.

The boy rubs his face and glares at the blonde. "Your dead! Get em!" The other two boys go rushing at the blonde. Suddenly Kai appears out of nowhere and hits one of the boys with a right hook. The blonde hits the other one.

"Who the hell are you?! You wanna get hurt?!"

Kai glares at them. "People who can't fight their own battles make me sick. Back off, or I'll kill you." He says calmly but with lots of anger. The boys scurry off and Kai continues walking. The blonde boy runs up to him.

"Hey, thanks! I could've handled it though."

"Sure, whatever."

"My name is Naruto!" He says with a grin and extending his hand. When Kai doesn't except it he just takes it back.

"Kai." He says, never looking at Naruto.

"So, haven't seen you around the village before."

Kai stops walking. "Look Naruto. Leave me alone!"

Naruto's grin changes to a frown for a couple seconds before going back to his grin. "Oh. Okay that's cool. I like being on my own anyway." He walks off. Kai overhears a villager.

"Figures that monster would be hanging would be hanging with that killer." Kai sighs.

"Naruto! Come back." He calls after him. Naruto eagerly runs back to Kai.

"So where you headed Kai?"

"The academy."

"Me too. I'm finally going to graduate."

"Oh right, you're that Uzumaki boy that keeps failing."

"Yeah! That's me. Today's going to be different though. Believe it!"

"Believe what?"

"It's just something I say."

"Whatever."

"You know Kai, you remind me of someone."

Kai stops walking. Thoughts ran through his head of who Naruto meant.

"Sasuke."

"Oh. The Uchiha boy." Kai continues.

"Yeah. That guy is a real jerk though. Your cool. Just kind of quiet."

After a bit more walking they reach they academy and take their seats. Naruto sits beside Kai in the back of the class. They watch as everyone else walks in.

"See her?" Naruto says, pointing to a girl with pink hair. "That's Sakura, and she's going to be my girlfriend."

"Girls are a waste of time."

"Naruto frowns up his face. "Wait, you don't…play for the other team do you?"

"What?"

"You know, do you play softball instead of baseball?"

"The hell are you going on about Naruto?"

"Are you gay?"

Kai didn't hear the question. He was too focused on the other blonde that walked into the room. Naruto took his silence for a yes until he followed his gaze.

"Oh, so your not gay. You like Ino."

Kai snapped out of his trance to glare daggers at Naruto. "Shut up! Like I told you before, girls are a waste of time."

"Okay. Whatever you say Kai."

Kai was about to say something when Iruka sensei's head got huge to shush the class up.

"Thank you." He says smiling. "As you all know, today is the Graduation Exam. This will decide whether you receive your headband and become a Genin."

"Alright!" Naruto screamed, to the annoyance of everyone.

"The graduation Jutsu required to pass will be the Clone Jutsu."

Naruto's grin dropped and Kai noticed.

"Hell is up with you?"

"I'm no good at the clone Jutsu. Damn it."

"Guess you won't be passing after all." Kai coldly states while joining the others to line up for his test. When it finally reaches his turn Iruka grabs his shoulder.

"I've been informed of your situation. Any kind of clone is allowed for the exam."

"Whatever." Kai snatches away his shoulder and performs his hand signs. "Water Clone Jutsu!" He screams. A perfect clone made from water appears next to him. He earns a couple oohs and ahhs from his classmates. Without thinking, he glanced over at Ino. She was watching Sasuke. He thrusts his hands in his pockets and walked off.

"Wait! You didn't get your headband!" Iruka tosses him a headband and he catches it.

"Last person is Naruto Uzumaki."

Naruto nervously strides up in front. He concentrates his chakra. "Clone Jutsu!"

"Loser." Remarks Sasuke, which makes everyone except Kai laugh.

"I'm sorry Naruto. I'm afraid I can't give you headband."

Naruto puts his hands into his pockets and glares at everyone. "Like I care."

"Alright, that'll be all today. Tomorrow we'll be assigning teams to you all. You can go home proud. Knowing that tomorrow will be your first step in becoming Ninja."

Naruto walks off. Kai would've followed but there was something he had to do. He walked up to Sasuke, avoiding his fan girls.

"Hey you!" He yells at the Uchiha.

"What do you want freak?"

"Fight me."

'Why bother. You have a death wish or something?"

His mind flutters back to Ino. "Shut the hell up and fight me!"

"Hmph. Fine. But don't cry when you lose freak."

They proceed outside as a crowd gathers. Naruto as well comes to see them.

"Come at me freak."

"Stop calling me that!" Kai rushes at Sasuke and sends a kick to his head. Sasuke blocks the kick and sends one of his own at Kai. Sasuke is surprised when his foot kicks through water.

"Water clone." Says Sasuke. He quickly turns to block the next attack but Kai catches him off guard when he reappears with a Kunai to his throat.

"The hell?"

"Not as good as I thought. So stop acting all smug you asshole."

Suddenly Iruka appears in between them. He grabs Kai's Kunai from his hand.

"Kai! Sasuke! What's the meaning of this?!"

"We were fighting till this freak tried to kill me."

"If I wanted to kill you you'd already be dead." Kai starts to walk off.

"Not so fast Kai! I think you need to come with me to see Lord Hokage."

"I don't think so."

"I do. Let's go Kai." Iruka leaves and Kai follows. Naruto, scared for his friend, decided to go as well. Leaving Sasuke to ponder through his thoughts at just being bested. But as Kai leaves he notices Mizuki walking back into the academy.

Kai crosses his arms and looks away from the 3rd hokage's gaze.

"Kai. I told you before, you have to dial it down."

"I did dial it down. I didn't kill him did I?" Kai said before his eyes darted to the door. He was about to say something but the Hokage beat him to it,

"Naruto! For the 4th time. Go home."

Naruto opens the door. "I'm sorry. I was going but then this lady came up to me and said she was Kai's mom. So I showed her where you guys were."

Naruto steps aside and Kai's mom walks in, a worried look on her face. She hugs Kai.

"Oh my god I was so worried when Anbu told me to come here. What's going on?"

The 3rd motions for Naruto to leave and he reluctantly does so. "See you later Kai."

"He can stay. It doesn't matter after all."

"Really?!" Naruto's grin returns and he looks at the Third.

"If it's okay with Kai then you can stay Naruto." He turns his attention to his mother. "Sorry to call you here but Kai had an incident with another student today."

"Define incident?"

"He challenged the boy to a fight and then held a Kunai to his throat."

She looked at her son. "Why'd you do that?"

Kai's mind unintentionally flooded back to Ino. He shrugs his shoulders. "Felt like putting him in his place."

In the thirteen years of Kai's life, he'd learned to lie really well. Even his face showed no hints of revealing the untruth. However, this was his mother, and she could always tell.

"Kai. You're lying. Tell us the real reason."

Kai stood there blank faced as ever.

"Alright then. Last resort." The third snapped his fingers and immediately an Anbu hopped through the window.

"Yes Lord Hokage?"

"What did you detect?"

He crossed his arms behind his back as he spoke. "Whenever Sasuke Uchiha is brought up, Kai's emotional state is Jealousy."

Kai turned away from them to hide the red in his cheeks.

The Hokage smiled and waved his hand. "That'll be all Ziyo."

The Anbu disappeared.

"Jealousy? But your one of the top Ninja in your class and you almost killed the boy. What're you jealous about?" His mother suddenly smiled with realization. "Unless, this is about a girl?"

Kai's silence told her everything she needed to know. "Oh my god it is! My baby has a crush!"

Naruto laughs and walks up to him. "Does this have anything to do with Ino?" He says trying and failing to whisper.

"Her name is Ino?! How beautiful! She sounds amazing! I can't wait to meet her!"

Naruto takes a step back as he feels Kai somehow glaring at him without even looking.

"Even so, your behavior was inappropriate Kai. You must learn to contain yourself. Save your prowess for the enemy. Understood?"

"Yeah, sure."

"Good. Now that that's out of the way. Ino huh?"

"Damn it Naruto!" Yells Kai while phasing out of the room. Naruto goofily rubs his head and follows him.

Maka watched her son leave with Naruto and couldn't help but smile. "His eyes are starting to lose some of their sadness."

"Yes. Naruto can have that effect. And I'm sure Naruto is happy to have a friend too. Him growing up on his own and such."

"I'm glad they found each other. Maybe Naruto can help break through the dark clouds his father left. If anyone can do it. It's Naruto."

Miko starts to leave.

"By the way." The Hokage calls after her. "You might want to go by the Yamanaka Flower Shop some time. You won't regret it."

"Okay." Miko says slightly confused.

Kai and Maka walked into the Yamanaka flower shop before Kai had to go to the Academy. Kai didn't care much for flowers but his mother made him come for some reason. He leaned on the wall and watched, as his mother smelled multiple flowers. After a while he heard a feminine voice. But it wasn't his mother. He still kept his eyes closed however, still not interested in anything having to do with flowers.

"Hello Ms., my name is Ino Yamanaka. Can I help you with anything today?"

Kai's eyes suddenly opened at her words. Miko glanced at her son with a smirk on her face.

"Yes." She was about to speak but got a devilish thought in her head. "Hey Kai. Come here please."

Kai reluctantly walked over to his mother and Ino.

"I'm Miko and this is my son Kai."

"Hey. Your that kid that fought Sasuke yesterday."

Kai turned away to hide the blush forming on his cheeks. Miko understood but Ino kept talking.

"That was pretty cool. I've never seen anybody that could actually fight Sasuke. He's so amazing." Ino glances over at the clock on the wall. "Oh no! Class starts soon. If I don't starting walking now I'll be late. I'm sorry but you'll have to buy your flowers later. Forgive me."

"That's okay."

"Come on." Ino says to Kai who gives her a confused look. She grabs his arm. "Didn't you hear me? We don't wanna be late." She pulls him out of the store and he sends a glance at his mother, however it was hard to look menacing with your cheeks bright red. Him and Ino start walking towards the Academy.

"So. Do you know what kind of flowers your looking for exactly? It'll help speed up the process later."

After a while he mustered up the courage to say "No."

"Oh well. Guess we'll just have to find them the old fashioned way. I prefer the Tsubaki flowers myself. Their just so beautiful." Ino talked away, not seeming to mind him being quiet most of the time.

After a while though Kai finally dropped his nonchalant attitude. He started to talk to her, or he asked questions while she talked about flowers. He made a mental note that she really loved flowers. He'd almost managed a smile when Naruto appeared.

"Hey Kai!" He says landing next to him. "Hey Ino." Naruto smirks at Kai and his glare returns to his face.

Ino rolls her eyes. "Hey Naruto. I see you finally got your headband."

Naruto grins and runs his fingers over his headband. He recalls the night with Mizuki and the morning he became a ninja. "Yep. I'm a full-fledged badass now! Believe it!"

"Believe what?" Asked Ino.

"It's his catchphrase." Kai says.

"That's kind of corny."

"So. Anyway what were you guys talking about?"

"If you must know we were talking about flowers."

"Boring! Why aren't you guys talking about what Team we might get placed on?!"

"I guess I am pretty curious." Says Kai.

"I hope I get paired with Sasuke, I don't care who the third member is."

Kai speeds up his walk at the mention of Sasuke.

Naruto frowns his face. "What's so good about that guy anyway? I could take him."

"Oh shut it Naruto. You couldn't beat Sasuke. He's so amazing."

"Well my buddy Kai here beat him easy. Any tips?"

"I'm just good. That's all."

"Maybe if I start brooding like you guys do, I can be stronger."

"Oh shut up."

They reach the academy and take their seats. Kai was going to sit next to Ino but thought that'd be too forward considering they just met and the fact that she'd sat pretty to close to Sasuke. Along with a girl named Sakura.

Iruka enters and the room. "Ok! So today we'll be announcing the teams.

[I forgot the team numbers so bear with me and I'll update it later.]

Iruka reads off a sheet. "Hinata, Kiba, and Shino. You are Team 5 with Kurenai as your Sensei. Please get up and move together."

Kai looked around to find out who they were. He saw three people rise from their seats. One of them wore dark glasses and hid behind his hood. The other looked like a human wolf while carrying around his small dog. And the final person he recognized. He often caught her sneaking glances at Naruto from a distance when they were walking, although he never said anything.

"Next will be Team 9 with Ino,"

Kai held his breath. The part of him that he'd never show to anyone wanted him to be on a team with Ino.

"Lee, and Neji. With Guy as their Sensei."

A mop head with fuzzy eyebrows and a girly looking dude sat together with his Ino. It sent a spark through his head. He quickly tossed these thoughts aside as the next team was announced.

"Team 7 will be comprised of Naruto, Sasuke, and Sakura. With Kakashi as their sensei."

Kai breathed a sigh of relief that he wasn't on Sasuke's team.

"Next will be Team 8. Comprised of Shikamaru, Tenten, and Kai. With Asuma as their sensei. Congratulations to everyone for making it this far. It'll only get tougher from here on out but as your now former teacher, I'm sure you can handle it. Good luck. You'll meet your Sensei's outside."

Kai got up and found his teammates. On their way to meet Asuma Kai speaks up. "Oh great. I got lazy and tool girl on my team."

Shikamaru merely shrugged his shoulders while Tenten looked at him angry.

"Hey, I have just as much right to be here as you do! Don't doubt my skills."

"Whatever. Doesn't take much effort to throw Shuriken around."

"Yeah, you'll see. I'll show you just how good I am."

"Arguing already? That's always a good sign." A man says.

They look at him and cough from the smoke coming from his cigarette.

"And a smoker for a sensei. This day just keeps getting better."

"I bet it does. Anyway, my name is Asuma." He puts out his cigarette. "Let's start off with the standard procedures. Everyone will say their name, some likes, dislikes, and their dream. Let's start with you." He points to Shikamaru.

"My name is Shikamaru. Things I like include Sleeping and dreaming. Things I Dislike include being disturbed from either of those things. I don't have a dream."

"Okay then. Moving on to you."

"My name is Kai. I like Water. I dislike bullies. My dream is private."

"Oh come on. You're going to be a team now. You can tell us."

Kai glared at the man. "If you must know, my dream is to kill the man known as Kisame."

"Interesting. Your turn."

"My name is Tenten. I like ninja tools and Bento. I dislike people who don't respect my craft." She looks at Kai and continues. "My dream is to open up a weapons shop."

"Great. Well now that I know more about you guys, we can start taking on missions. I already got one lined up. We're going to be finding a missing dog for a Mrs. Chan."

He was about to explain further but an Anbu suddenly appeared next to them. "Sorry to interrupt. The Lord Hokage has an urgent message for Kai. He has requested his new team accompany him as well."

"Understood." Says Asuma. "Come on Kai. Let's not keep him waiting. Kai follows Asuma to the Hokage mansion.

When they get there Naruto is there as well.

"Why is he here?" Asks Kai.

"I thought you'd want to be in the presence of friends when you heard the news."

"What news?"

"It's…your mother."

Kai's expression changes and he approaches the Hokage's desk.

"What about my mother?!"

"This morning, while she was home. She…was…murdered."

Everyone in the room fixed their gaze upon Kai as he balled up his fists.

"What kind of sick joke is this?! You're lying!"

"I'm sorry Kai. It's no lie."

Kai drops to his knees. His icy exterior drops to one of sadness as tears stream down his face.

"She left this for you."

The Hokage holds out a note, Naruto grabs it and brings it over to Kai.

"Read it Naruto." He says.

Naruto opens it and begins to read. "Dear beloved Kai. If your reading this it means I've left this world. I hope by that time you've found yourself a couple of friends. Maybe even a girlfriend. I'm so proud of you. You're my son, I always will be. Please be a little more trusting of people. Some are different in the Hidden Leaf. Anyway. I was going to tell you later, but seeing as how I can't do that now, I might as well tell you now. As you know, your father Kisame is a powerful man. What you don't know is that he told me when you got older, to seek him out, and take Samehada. His blade. He even called it your birthright. Guess he had some pride in his flesh and blood. Another thing, if your reading this and you've graduated from the academy, tell The Third Hokage that I give full permission to release the seal on your shoulder. I know your going to go far in life as a ninja, a person, and as my son. I love you Kai."

Tears were streaming faster down Kai's face now. Tenten, Shikamaru and Naruto approached him.

"Get the hell away from me!" He screams. "STOP CRYING! STOP FUCKING CRYING YOU FUCKING LOSER."

Kai pulls out a Kunai. Before anyone can react he stabs himself in the shoulder.

"Kai. Stop it man!" Yells Naruto.

Blood streams down his arm but he stops crying. He stands up and walks over to the Hokage.

"What did my mother mean by seal?"

The Hokage ran two fingers through his brows and looks at the boy.

"When you were…conceived, your father was fused with Samehada. Which gave him the ability to drain away chakra. This power passed onto you. You almost killed your mother when you born because you drained so much Chakra from her. A seal was placed on you to contain this power."

"Take it off."

"As you wish."

Kai walks over to the Hokage. He pulls down his shirt to allow the man access.

The Hokage summons chakra into his hands and places them on the seal on his shoulder. "Release." As soon as the seal is broken Chakra starts to drain from the man. He quickly removes his hands.

"Good. I'll need this new power when I face the man who killed my mother. Who is he?"

"I knew you'd seek him."

"Your not going to try to stop me are you?"

"If I did you'd just keep trying. I'll allow it. Maybe it'll give you some closure. I'm making it an official mission. And a B rank at that. But I have confidence in you and your team." He hands him a scroll and Kai hands it to Asuma.

"What's his name?" He says with Malice in his voice.

"Zabuza Momochi."

This was a name Kai recognized all too well.


	2. Chapter 2

7 Years prior.

Maka and her son were bound in chains against a tree. They wore tattered rags for clothes. A lifeless look in their eyes. Anyone with a brain could tell that they were slaves.

Kai shuddered against the wind that started to blow and Maka did her best to cover up her son with her body.

Suddenly a group of men walk over. They smirk at the two slaves.

The biggest one spoke. "Boss says you can come back now." He pulls out a key and opens the chains. He beckons for them to follow and they do. He walks them to a big house and pushes them inside.

"Hello Maka." Says a short man. "Sorry about that. Didn't want you and your son to see the bloodshed." He smiled wickedly at them and Kai hid behind his mother.

"Aw, what's wrong Kai? I'm not gonna hurt ya. Maybe." He laughs.

"Please sir. We haven't been fed."

"My apologies. Bojo! Get the dog food out for our guests."

Bojo walks into the room with a dog bowl. He pours a small morsel of dog food into the bowl and walks back out.

"Bon appetite."

Suddenly a man comes bursting through the door.

"Boss. We have a situation!"

The boss walks over to the man, ignoring the bloody wound he suffered. "What's happening?"

"There's a man out here slaughtering everyone."

"A man? We have a small army here. Take care of it."

"Sir, its Zabuza Momochi."

The mans composure instantly dropped. "Fuck!" He screamed. "Get me the fuck out of here." He tries to run out the door but the man in front of him gets his head sliced off. Zabuza walks into the building and the Boss stares him down in fear.

He runs and hides behind Maka and Kai.

Zabuza raises his sword, intending to kill them all.

Kai quickly moves from behind his mother and punches Zabuza in the gut.

"The hell?" Zabuza tosses him aside. Maka runs after her son. Zabuza takes the opportunity to slice up the boss. He then walks over to Kai.

"That boy of yours. He doesn't have a presence. I didn't even know he was here. Where was he trained?"

"He wasn't." Maka says reluctantly.

"Good. I'm taking him with me. Turn him into a real Ninja." He grabs Kai by his shirt.

"NO!" Screams Maka. She punches and kicks him but Zabuza isn't fazed.

"I'm not going anywhere without my mommy!"

Zabuza, annoyed by both their whining and complaining, decided to let Moka come along as well.

"KAI!"

Tenten's scream snaps Kai out of his daydream just as a Kunai approaches him. He quickly dodges the Kunai.

"Maybe we should stop."

"No! Run it again." He says examining a couple recent cuts. "I got cut."

"You should rest Kai. We've been at this midnight."

"I got to get faster. If not I won't last against Zabuza."

"You'll have me, Shikamaru, and Asuma sensei with you. You'll be fine."

"To hell with that. I want to kill him." Tenten can see the killing intent in his eyes.

"Alright then." She jumps back. She jumps into the air. "Twin rising dragons!" An arsenal of weapons go flying at Kai from a scroll.

Kai attempts to dodge the weapons. He almost does it but a couple still manage to scratch him.

Tenten lands and walks back over to Kai.

"How'd you do?"

"Terrible!"

"Kai. Stop being so hard on yourself."

"No! If I don't keep training intensely. I won't get strong enough!" Suddenly he finds he can't move. He turns to see Shikamaru in his Shadow Possession Stance.

"Let me go!"

"Intense training is one thing. But this is overexertion. Keep going at this rate and you'll die long before you face Zabuza. You need to take a break and stop being such a drag!" Shikamaru releases him.

"Yeah." Says Naruto appearing out of thin air.

"The hell are you doing here? I thought you had a mission."

"A do! A good mission finally! But you need to relax. So I found you some flowers on my way to meet the others."

"I don't need flowers!"

"Trust me you'll want these."

"Why the hell would I want…"

Kai is interrupted as Ino appears with a bunch of flowers. He thrusts his hands into his pockets.

"Hey Kai." Ino says with a sad smile.

"Hey."

"I heard about your mother. I'm so sorry. Come here." Ino hugs him.

Shikamaru whistles. Everyone gets the hint and they all disappear. Leaving Kai and Ino there alone. Ino pulls away from. Kai hopes she didn't notice the blush on his face.

"Are you okay?"

"I'm fine." He turns away from her to hide his face.

"No your not. You can't even look at me."

When he was sure he was back to normal he turned back to look at her.

"I'm fine. Really."

"Well that's good. Oh here." She gives him the flowers. "Courtesy of the Yamanaka Flower Shop!" She beams with pride and Kai couldn't help but smile.

"Hey, I've never actually seen you smile before. Everyone looks better when they smile you know. Smile more often!" She commands. "Oh yeah I almost forgot."

Ino reaches into her pocket and pulls out a necklace. It wasn't particularly expensive looking. But it was well made. It was a silver flower. She gives it to Kai.

"Your mother asked for it to be made. Ordinarily I'd charge about 90 but given the circumstances you can just have it. Think of it as a final gift from your mother." She smiles, which forces Kai to smile as well. "See you later at the funeral." She disappears.

Kai glances at the flower in his hand and squeezed it tightly. A final gift, from his mother, made by Ino. It was beautiful craftsmanship but even if it wasn't he wouldn't care. This one object held the sprit of the two people he cared about the most. He put on the necklace, and disappeared. He reappeared on top of the Hokage faces and looked over the vastness of the Leaf Village. His mother loved this village. Regardless of his personal feelings toward it, not that he had any; he would protect it with his life. Normally he wouldn't be as relaxed, but Asuma was sent on an A-Rank mission. So he wouldn't be back for a while. As he let mind wander he fell asleep atop the faces of the Village Leaders.

3 days later.

Naruto's mission: The supposed C-Rank Mission of escorting a bridge builder, turned out to be more complicated as he was hunted by enemy ninja. Despite the obvious Rank Increase of the mission, Team 7 decided to move on with the mission anyway. They hadn't predicted however, that Zabuza Momochi himself was after the man. They ended up fighting and Kakashi was caught. But after a brilliant tactical strategy executed by Naruto and Sasuke, Kakashi was once again free. And the battle between the two experienced ninja raged on.

"Water Style Water Dragon Jutsu!" Zabuza yelled. To his surprise, Kakashi did the same thing. The dragons crashed into each other.

"So it is true. Your Kakashi Hatake. The copycat ninja."

"Call me what you want. Just know, your future, is death!" Kakashi hands erupted in a burst of hand signs, seeking to end the fight now.

Suddenly a sharp needle goes flying through the air. It hits Zabuza and he goes down. Much to everyone's surprise. Suddenly a person wearing an Anbu mask shows up next to Zabuza's body.

"You've done well here Kakashi. However I shall take him now."

"Understood." Kakashi pulls his mask back over his Sharingan.

The Anbu takes Zabuza and disappears.

Naruto raised his fist in frustration. "Hey! What just happened?! After all that we're just going to let him take him! What the hell Sensei?!"

"That's enough Naruto. That was an Anbu black op. If their involved it's best to stay out of their way."

"Kai's going to be mad. He wanted to fight Zabuza."

"That can't be helped. I'll send word to Lord Hokage of Zabuza's downfall. For now, let's just rest."

Kai swings his Kunai at the log. Making small cuts as he jumps to the side and slashes some more. Sweat drips down his face and he steps back. Tenten watches him and Shikamaru was lying down on the ground, staring at the clouds.

"Your getting faster Kai."

Kai merely nods in her direction but she keeps talking.

"Although the Kunai doesn't do you justice the way you fight."

Kai stops what he's doing to look at Tenten. "What're you talking about?"

Tenten smiles. "Finally caught your attention huh?"

"Yeah, come on tool girl what're you talking about?"

"Would you stop calling me that?"

"Just keep talking."

"Nope." She crosses her arms. "Not until you stop calling me that."

"Fine. I'll call you by your name."

"Thank you." Moments go by and they stand there in silence.

"Hello?" He says annoyed.

"Say it."

"Tenten."

"Thank you. Anyway, as I was saying." She rolls out a scroll. "Release!" She yells. When the smoke clears a Katana is there. She picks it up and offers it to Kai. He takes it.

"That's what you need. I'm guessing you have experience with blades."

Kai eyes her curiously. "Yeah. How'd you know?"

"You tend to swing your Kunai like a sword. And the quick thrusts and cuts you make look like your experienced."

"What do you know about swords?"

"I'm a weapons specialist. I know everything."

"Show me."

Tenten shrugs her shoulders and makes another Katana appear from the scroll. "Try me." She gets into her stance. Kai does the same.

Kai rushes at her. Swinging the blade quick and precise. Tenten narrowly deflects his swings and kicks him back. She swings at him but he jumps back. He runs a finger down the side of the Katana and his chakra flows into it.

"Nice trick. I can do it too." Tenten does the same. She goes on the offensive. Swinging a lot faster than Kai did. He blocks a couple but eventually he is knocked down. She holds her blade to his head. "I win."

"Damn."

"Don't look so down. Your good. Your just a little sloppy."

"I used to be better." He glares at the sword in his hand.

"I could train you. Or retrain you. If you'd like."

"Really?"

"Yeah of course."

"Why would you do that?"

"We're teammates."

"Tha…than…thanks."

"Oh. Mr. Cool finally says thank you. That's a surprise."

Kai smirks—no Kai smiles at Tenten.

"So, let's get started."

Kai starts to get into position when an Anbu appears.

"Kai. Lord Hokage wishes to speak with you."

"Alright."

The Anbu leaves. Tenten and Kai wake up Shikamaru and head to the Hokage's office.

"Hello Kai."

"Hokage. What's going on? Asuma Sensei isn't back yet."

"I regret to inform you that Kakashi and his team were interrupted in their mission by Zabuza."

"Zabuza? What happened?"

"He was slain by an Anbu."

"So he's dead huh? Damn. I wanted to kill him. Good to know." Kai turns around to leave and his team follows.

"He was a powerful adversary. But Kakashi finally got the best of him. The Anbu showed up and killed him. A young Anbu at that."

Something clicked in Kai's head and he stopped. He turned back to the Hokage. "What kind of Anbu was it?"

"Hunter."

"Shit!" Kai rushes out of the Hokage's office.

"Follow him." The Hokage tells his team.

They do as their told.

Kai races out the village gate. "MEET ME IN THE LAND OF WAVES!" He yells out to Tenten and Shikamaru who were having trouble keeping up.

He wills himself to go faster and faster. 'Haku!' He thinks to himself.


End file.
